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The follo\rJ'inF" traDBl ationof ' the fishory laws of Vencz11ela has been 
nr0'1Jared for the inf(',rLlation rf r:ersons int er·"ste'l in tn~1 r8l""''.llations 
whicb .f;OV 0 rn o'l) ,-rati(,~1s ()f fort:"if"n n,nn natir'r.al fishin£: cnt crnrises in ~ 
t ha t c~untr:/. These ImvS ,,,erc in cff (' ct ir. 1948; it is c'r~lbtf '_', 1 if other 
than l'::inor cha.!'lp; es I:dll -D C !:"Iade during 17~9. 

GQn ~ral Rcq~irem~nts for 
Cor~ercinl Fishing i ~ t~c Territorial 

Wat2rs of Vonez~cla 

1. Ret,:ist c' r the ,:essel 'mdGr t r.c , Venezuelan fl[l~. 
2. Carry::t Venezuelan fl3. ,c" ca:pt .::'"if •• 
3. Obt~in n fishi~~ license fro~ the S~ccior. de 

Pesc" ' r 'l.s, Hii ,ist ' :eif". ·ie il.C:'T1C'1::'t·.'ra y Cria, 
Ca raC ,·Ls. 

4. L~nd the ,oatch 3t a Ven~ zu~lan nert. 

1H th reS1)~~~ . to. i t c:::' No.1, i t s ~"'J.ld t .:, bc, r~.3 in r.i!1d thn,t the 
cp. tch of for c i F!l v(' ss (-ls. if 1 ~I.nc,0c. nt a Ven·J z'.1cl ,'1n Dort, is :, ubjcct 
to an ir.mort .] u t;y- 0f 1.5 0 :201iv'1.res "J er Kilo, "'.nDrf') " _i:;,;;, t01~,. ,20 cents 
n er ncnmd U. S. , c'.1rre!-1c::~ . Sir.ce the fis!:.er ::-: .~n r"trely rt.'1ccive rll)r.::, 
1.1SURll;,/ less. ,than 1.50 30livnres -ncr 'Kilc, the ir:r-,·rrt d'~.t:i f.: '·ncrallJ' 
nal':e s it ir.r.,o,s,si 'b l e f or for2ir:n vess '-' l s t r. comotc wi th :i.~ational flap; 
ve ssels. Inad..cliti0:: tr.ere nay be ~.ela~· in clcr~rinp-' the catch of 
f oroi F'"n vess,els throl.'r:h C' lS.tOr1S. 

No . 02297 

Unit~d States of Vena zuel~ 

, . ' . . ·FrS~'E'R. I.~S U1:!S 

[ Official G::tz -,tt e of. , the United. S't a t'''s ... V l}T 21 .529 of '-' 0... ,~' nczne a, . ', 0. , 

0ctooer 8, 194L. P11'bl i s hed 7 Fo'br,lary, 1945 • .Ad:-~ inistr :1. tive Direc
ti V8 Ho. 98, t.1i nistry 0f Ar:riC'll t 'JTe ,"1.nd imi nal Husbandry.] 
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Title 1: General Coverage. 

Article 1. 

The fishery for fish, crustaceans, mollusks, ci-lclo!:id8.8 (turtles) 
and amphibious reptiles (alligF.:.tors, etc.), s-pon?:8S E~n'i other sn~cies 
of marine, ri v er and lake animal s, as Nell a s the harve s t i np: of C,:' c S of 
turtles anc:t ar:rDhibioll.s rc-ptiles, are subject to the te:rms of this 103.\,'. 
of its ordina.nces, ~Lnd of such resol'.ltions as may be TJrormlF'atec. fer 
its proner acco!!'mlishr.:ent. v!hat('vc~ nert:.:dns to tl-~e i")ossE'ssi"n ~~:':rl 11se 
of the waters and lands '\There they occur, and wi th0ut nrejuc"..ice to t!-.l' 
fulfillment of that which is dirf'cted -by other l1atir'nal laws. 

S~ecial naragranh: 

7carl fisheries are !lot included as the~r are regulatec. by a s"")ccial 
13.w.1, 

Article Z,. 

The nr8sent law annlies to fishi';rips carried out by VO!J.cz'.·.clrtn 
flaP-' vessels o1')C'ratinf,: in terri tori""l waters, ,·,rnether or not t:le :fis~"lcr:{ 

nroduct~ are landed at a Vcnezuel::>.n norte 

Article J.. 

The Feder"!.l E::i.;cuti ve has the authority, thro'lPl!. the 1',1ini s try of 
Apricul ture and Animal Eusbandry, to cst'lolish fisl'.f.'rjT zones ·l.Ec"1. r.'7ulp.
tions for harvesti!lf; the snecies referred to in the article -.oo',1e. 

Article ~. 

The Government of the Ste.tcs, the Feder"'-l District, the Feclc,'''..l 
Terri tories, p.nd Municinali ties, where fishories 'l)ossi 1:>ili ties exist, 
should be dis"D0scd to 8.ssist in d.eveloDi!J.,':: and cxpl()i tin?; t!W fisl::"~rios 

in coo-p<'ration \"i th the Office of .Agric".l ture and Aninal ~'lsb8.ndry, 2..EO 

collaborate with re~reseptatives ~f tho s1Jeci~l bracctas c~nccrned, fnr 
the efficient operation of this law. 

Article .5.. 

The Ministry of Ap;riculture .'1.ncl. -1.1":5.::-,al nusoandr:l shall stir:'1ln.t8 an 
increase 121 fisheries, favoring the inter.:.sts of fisher::;e!l U_r("\u.{~[-, t:-!8 

11 See later sectiC'n of this leaflet "Peqrl oystlT fisher;/ rer=-"l",tir,ns) 



orr:ani zatir,n of b2.n:: cr p.di ts for fi sheries, of snort fi shi~ c1'.~bs. and 
by whatE)vcr otl,el" rJ.en.n~ it can devise for. d.E.'vplo'l)::!ent. 

Article 2. 
Snb-f>'ITfacc Eci'3":.1tific eX'J10r:l. ti('.ns in tht~ ',,'at e r, re~~a!"d1css (\f their 

T:" .lr~ose, !':lay not " 'e cn.rri8o. '))It wi tho'~t nrcvious 'l) ; '~:ssion fror.1 the 
!'.~ i '~; i stry of At'ric '..11 t '·.r e , ,"),r.0 inter :~st ed - art ies \,li11 bf! helcl. rr;;s,'Oonsib1c 
for lJ.nr. C' cc ", ssary c1a f1 'lf': p to nqun.tic fat'.n:i.. 

Articl e 1. 

In cfl.rr~·inr-: 1"I~.lt s'.lo-s'u-fCl.c .' ~':--~ l () si ':13 I!lr,r;( in the water, the,se 
interC'sted ~ust strive for ~qr~ l ~ ss ··~ thods. ~nd rbt~in authorlzatl~n 

fr"'~ th (' U".r. lJTT."~.r rl.nc, .Ar-r i~'J.l t ";r c D;:mll.rt...-. .::' nt. 

Articl e f.. 

C0nstr ·_'.cti~n "f vrn.. t"nn,;y's (c!\r.~ls •. 'te.) rtn r; "t:', ,~; !-lyc..ra'1;.lic 'works 
'::1.1 s t b (' dO!1 1" in su.c h 0" ',-:C1.r:.ner<"" S !--'f) t to ,"' r,dr,r.p, · 'r '.q' V" . tl r ar,i ~~ .. ~l s, ane.. 
da.,-~ s 'lnd dike s in r i~ncr ,'ll s hall bf: S':' crnstr'..;,cted :lS tc 7',-r:-::i t the ''''<.~5SnF':e 

0f fish b:/ :.ieaT!S 0f fish l ,".dc-r'r \...-i tl:'l r:l3. ::<:i::1'r. i:1cJ. in:.'.ti r- n cf nrt 'wer 
L:. 5 0.ep'recs. 

Article 2,. 
:' I 

T:1e Fcdcr~l Exec1.''.ti,.r8 is ::" . lt~10riz · -:-. to cr ,~ ' ,te an hC!':!1rary Natl()!~3.1 C 
Fis r~eries Ldv isl"lr ;;' Co;-.~- issi (~ :1, c () ::!sisti :1p' of a fiS !1eries tfch."1ician fror.; 
the Ministr;l r-f A,g-ric'J.lt'lre, n. ~ :', flr::Hn fro~ the r·iinistr~~' cf "Tar and Navy, 
two fishcTl:: .. n 3.!1d Cli.">, T ,,:nr (:S{; ~l t3.ti'! (; r:f ind' lstry. 

The :c1i!1i str;y of l.r ric'_'..l Llre sh(')uld 7 i';e <J.ttt'nti0n t('l tl:e dC'leloT):..ent 
'1.n0 ':.ncr efl se 0f fisl:: hatc ~~'10ries I 2.t t:w s::'.;-:'.e tine \·ratchinp' (wer the 
cr-·!'-s er'l'1.tion cf the ST)8ci os, '1.ncl aV0iclinr: ,'lnythin,,':' ':;-.ich lJi(,:ht r.k!1~Ce 

s1: r v t'7fll. 

Arti cl e 11. 

The fisheri 2s 1."t1.11 sl10',:~lf.". b e !~dninistered v:i thnut intE:rfering vi th 
ot her eC0rtr'Clic r\.cti v i ti c s s'len :loS r,avi,f"ation, trans'1)0rtntion. scrvic<.~s, 

Il.nd '.ltilizatirm of stiT) 'J.J.atcd "r;;.t.~rs by Means of ccnc(;ssicns. 
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Article g. 

For scientific nurpOS8S, therfl should be f';iven to the Fisheries 
Service of the Mini str;)T of Ap.:ricul h .l.re an exam-,)le of oach snecies 
which should be nroT)erly nreserved. 

Title 11: Licenses 

.:'irticle ll. 

A license oust be obtained fro[~ the Mini stry of Af,:riculture ror 
cor.ll-::ercial. scientific or sT)ort fishin~. 

Article 14. 

A snecial licensa fro n ti:e Mi:!istry of Agriculture is required frr: 

n. snonF,G fishing 
b. fishin(?: or capturo of cnir.nns (nlli £" ''.tors) 
c. fishil1f': or C,"1,T)ture of fr nshwat er turtles 
d. T,!),kin~ the e~gs of t'l.rtles or n.llL'''r,tnrs 
e. Fishing 011 GovernD.ent hatchery TJrOT)Orty 
f. Fi shinr~ in DIRces declared oy tho Mir:i stry rf Ji.",:ricul t-:lre 

to be reserved zones 

Fishin?, for hOue Cf'11suf.'mtir'n r801.1i1'es n(" licens8. un!' for s-:)(" rt 
fishing in salt ",p..ter or in lab~s directly ccnnectod with the ocean. 

The fishery in nlf!.ces not subject to r e strict inns undPI' letters 
,g, ano f. of this A.rticle, f0r edible 3.nioals 0thc1' thrm fr c sn-""nt cr 
turtles. reouires :'. liconse frr-r:l the Mini stry of At"ric'.,l ture ';Ih 'n for 
cO!:,;'1orcial nUTT)(1S("'S and fnr T)ersons Wh0 "'c,rk fnr the account of ot}lers, 
or for vessels which carTY q normql crew of mnr8 than t hree ncrsons . 

Licenses show the length of time v~lid, zone for which issued, and 
such 0ther infnr!'.1" .tirn as the De-PA.rtment of A{;ricul ture de CDS necessary. 

Article lie 

Vessels e:cclusively for fishir.,',; and rcaUlrlnp: ;:loro than thre '':' in 
the crew, Dust be relJ'ister c!with the Ministry of A,"'riculture nd use 
such id6ntific~tion as the Ministry nrescribes. 

- 5 -



.Article 16. ~ 
·Fis!\ery authoritiEs cay not restrict the free novement of vessels 

;.',i thin the 20118 for 'vThicb they ho.ve received 1), license, and they may 
:'),rri\'e freely at all h0urs of the day or nif::ht. 

Article 11.. 

In rosir'llls wh8:'e there nrc se n"n~' fishernen tha 11 their onerations 
ir,":,,'rfere ,"'ith each other, the !.rlinistry of A~ric'llt'lre ':rill establish 
t"T!1S I "..no cre'lte ~ch0nls of opT'ort'.J1li ty for fishcr~en. 

Article He. 

F0r the r.'.11D'1.iactc:ri: of f,>rtiliz8rs, :leals '''.nd. 0i18, there ,-,ay be 
used, in ndditi0!1 to fi,h w~ste, o~ly sl~h s~ecies ~s tne Ministry "f 
~'.l'"ric'J.l ture aY'll)r0V2S. L 

Article l2.. 

Anyone en.c:-::v~in[' in fi shin~' "r '~r('ccssin,'" n.CU:l. tic fi,1,m~1. r.nst subni t 
to the HiY'.istr~· nf J,p'ric:'lt'.lre s'tch "'cr.rrts "n OTh'rati('~s as the 
Ministry requests. 

Title III 

Article 20. ( 

The Feder!l.l Exec'J.ti ve nay I by r:J.(:,rms rf resolutinns -prr;:mlFa ted 
thro'.l,,:h the !I:inistr;r of Af"ricul ture: 

a. Fix cl0sec3. s 'aS0ns and cstatlisr.. lini t~tior.s !~ncl re
strictions of the fisheries f0r takine: or captmc, 
by s~ecics, ond hy Z011es or ~lBces. 

b. Prol'_ibit fishery for p..nir::8.1s whose n~J..I:1bers have 
been r_enleted. 

c. ?r0hi'bit c8"'tain methoc1.s ('f fishint- and tynes of ;~enr. 

d. To set 1.1'i c10sed areas fnr n:tturnl or "trtifici.:\l breedin{7 
~-::rr:'J.nds, f0r nif':r.Rtion of sTJccies I frr culture and im'tJrove
'cuts 1;JDic!1 ::'"lori t s-poci!",l 'tJrr;tectirm, as \',ell as the loca
tirm I)f rt~;f'.1c·es 9,S seeDS a-)uro'11'iate. 

£7 No snecies have beer. so desi,q-natod to A'tJril 19t9. 
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e. Ta.ke such other measures in rer:ard t(') the aquatic fauna as 
may be necessary for conservation and protection. 

Article 21. 

Snecimens below mininum leRal size, or whose capture is forbidden, 
must be immediately returned to the ,.vater. 

Article 22. 

It is ~rohibited to fish with dyn~mite. r~-nowder, or "ther 
exul(',sive, carbide, lime, suJ:ohur, aCids, barbasco (rot cnnne) nnd any 
other chemical or nat'Jral elements which c01).ld injure the- aquatic fauna. 

Article n. 
It is ,,)rohibited to tfl.kr: anj- 0f the abrwe nnrned elements aboard 

a fishin~ vessel, or f0r fisher~cn to nos ~ ess them while fishin~ , 

even if not in a beat. 

Article 24. 

It is nrohibited tn dlU~1J into t he oc(nn, rivers, creeks, lakes, 
le-~ocns, and brooks, or in these rp.s'rve zones set '1U under this law, 
any 't)etroleu.~, oils, tlshes tlnd 'I.>.rhatev 8r industrinl residues or \'rast es 
which have been frl1.md harmful to .'1.Q~l:l.tic fauna, '"1r nrejudicial to fishing 
n.cti ,-ity. 

It is similnrly nrohibitod to t hrow or de~o8it said elonants in 
nlaces from w>ich they mi r:ht naturally flow into the a"b ovc l1<1.r:lcd ,,"rat ers. 

Snecial naragranh: 

'Vith regard to leakages f)f netroleu.!:1 or oil ori.<c:inating froD vess ols 
which -ply the terri tnri<1l "raters of the Reuublic, and in the case nf use 
as insecticides, nr larvicides, the Law of Vipilanco will govern to 
"Drevent contaninati('l1 0f waters by "1') e tr()leu~':1, [l.nd the Lml of .A.nti-l4iasrla 
in the case of larvicides. 

Article £2.. 

It is Dr~hibited: 

a. Tn frir:hten at'Jay fi sh by be~\.tinf' the vlater I throwinp.: in 
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various objects ~r by ~ng B01xnds. 4 
b. i'o (.~ iSt~lTb ",ater bC"ttoMS , nry out cI')r.1!'lf.tely, or in l'8rt , 

any streac beds, clestrC"y f.l.ouatic ve{:ctr>.tl"n and natural 
forr:'l8.tinns where fish s,),)a"m, e:{ce~t in s'Pec1a.l cnBel 
'1.uthr,rized 1:ly the r,Hnistry f'f A{<:riculture or 'by authoJ'1ty 
C"f the La'." I)f Antl-Minsna. 

c. The intr00.uction, with"'ut "')revlnus T)erniss1nn "'f the 
Ministry 0f Af,r~cultur8, ('If any !:~n~. ",r anlr.-Al, forel~n 
('r ~.('~.1estic, "f ~.l",.llts, · j"~.veniles, f?r!!!:I·S "r cohryos, 
whnse nat'l.1X::tl h<'l.bi tat is aQuatic •. 

~.. Tr- c ~1.tch ~-::r r: p.tC'r . '.lc'lntities than can te eaten, utillze~., 
or sole' .• 

Ti tle IV 

Ins"')ection 

~rticle 26. 

The ivlinistry "f iV:ric'llture, t:rrn'l~·r-. its field a<~ents, will exercise 
tte utn0st vLdl::tncc ('v(>r the acti'.' i ties t:r:'!erneci by this 1m,. The a f:ents 
sho'.lld D::tke ct.nily visits t("· --)risr.ners: bro ,'),r .' vesst~ ls; insnect stores ~f 
fish, S1,)('11[;' S ('m ~' ntl:er fis: ..... ,~"Y ',-:rrdJ~cts 'h':'ct::er tfl.kon ('r ·":.l!'cn.1.scc'.; 
i11s"Ject fis hery esto.bli s h;..8!lt r. ;-,n -:".. ',- l a ces ·,.,f c"..lsincss, COOI'lerce, t"lr irJ!ustry 
f nr t he '"'urn0se of seeinr that t t.c ("J r~crs " f this Ie.", i ts re~atir·ns nne. 
resQluti"ns are cCffi'ilicd ' .. Ii t~,. 

.:.T.:,i..:::.t .:.,1.;.;,0. !,'. _ , 

Ponalties, Fines. 

Article £7.. 

Infracti ~n of any of the directives of this law, or of the orders ~r 
r8s :·h:ti(lns ~ro"ided f~r its cO~'7,lete ·~xecutirm, will be -ryer ... ':l.lized by 
fir.es rani:'ing free-: 50 t" 10,000 ]nlivares ($16-$3,000) whicl: 'f.'ill be 
im x .sed by the field. agents acccrc.ing to the naj('r or ninor c-:ravlty of 
the infractinn, the nar;nitucle rf the naJ!lat?;G caused, and the ~gf.:rava.til"~ 
or exten'J.ating cirCUT.1st~.nces attenni ng each case. 

brticl e 28. 

A~,-r:eal fr(\l"!1 fines i nnosed l.lnr1.er this law may '.Je r.H.r"e to the Ministry 
of ~\r:ricul tur~, "lhich will follow coc"')letely the ':1rocenure set U7:I in the 
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,':6:rganic Law of the National Treasury. 

TITLE VI 

Article ~. 

The Federal Executive, in carrying out the -present law, will establish 
sanitary standards for the fisheries, including ca~ture, harvesting, trans
portation, storage and sale of the sneeies and its exportation. 

Article lQ.. 

The fisheries law of 14 September, 1936, is hereby abolished. 

Fishing -- Island of Mar~arita 
(Arestinga and Los Marites) 

~1inistry of Agriculture and Animal rtusbandr;iT, Division of Livestock; 
Resolution No. 20 , 

17 January 1942 

For the nrotection and develonment of fishing areas of the la~oons 
ca11e0 liLa Ar6stinp:a" I).nd. "Lo~ r:'arites," situe.tect on the Island of }1ar-
~ari ta, St?te of Nueva EST.larta, mettl(1ds cf fishinF are subject to the follow
ing re~lations: 

l.§.i. In the interior r:-f the lap-oons, fishinf.' is 1)ermitted. only: 
(a) ~"ith hooks number 0 (zero) to 7 ir.cl'~sive . 
(b )l;!i th cast nets of mesh size known a s !tliseras" or 4 

centimeters squn.re (1. 57 inches) aft er wettir:{". 
(c) Gill nets of mesh size no less than 10 centimet ers 

square (2.5 ins.) when "ret i 
(d)l.'/itb traT)s~:avinf: dimensions T.lrov-ided in Resol 'J.tion · 

No. 21, of this same date. 

2nd. Totally and lJ ermanently closed is a zone adj .1.cent to 
the l~oons. extending for a mile (1,825 meters) to 
the West, by a mile from North to South, in accorda nc e with 
visible markers established. ',)y this office. 

Snecifications for Traps 

- 9-
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Ministry of li{"ricul ture and Animal Hll.sb:mr.ry. Divisi(\n ofLl"e.te8k:·, ~ 
Resoluti0n No. 21;17 January 1942 

'Io safcf"u11.rd edible species, the fishery with tra')s is subject to 
thE' follm!ing i'efUlaticns: 

It is prnhibi ted to use tr1'3;ps wh('lse mesh onenin~ between 
two natn sides is less than 5 eentimeters (I 7/8 in.) in width. 

A period of nine sonths will be ~llowed fr~n thl date of 
;ublic'1.ti0n ,:"'f this order fnr p.dantinr: fishL:F p.:ep.r to the above 
rr;easurenents. 

Resoi'.lti"n HQ. 19 dn.ted 20 June 1941 is hersby rescinded. 

STliny Lribster (pqlinurus ~r;::u.s) 

Hini str~r 0f Agricul ture and Anir;al Hustn.n(~.ry, Di vi si0n (\f EconnT:ic Af-:ri c'Jl
tl.lre. Sectirn cf Fi sheries, ReS(\l'\ltir,n No. 63, C,?racas. June 1, 1948. 

itrticle 1. Fishin~ f"r ST)in~T lcbstGr (In.nt::osta) is ~rnhibited d'clI'ing 
the sn;i.uninr s ,"a.snn, Ju...11.e 15 to ;~'1:-rnst 31. 

A neri,..·d rif five (5) d.ays aft(~r JUll6 15 is allowed for disnosi~ of 
sniny lobsters cl).1.~ht 'Y)rinr to the closing d.<tte, after ,,,!.1ich the trans- ( 
n~rtation and snle of the snecies is strictly forbidden until the end of 
tlle closed se&snn, i:.Uf.:ust 31. 

Article~. The canture, trnnsnortation n.nd sale of s~iny lobsters 
neasurin~ less than 8 centir;eters (3 5/32") fron the bridge between the 
eyes to t::e eno_ rf the car11.')ace "tlon?-: the b "~ck, is nrohibited at all times. 
Individuals r.1easurin{',: less than 8 crn. nust be returned alive inr::ediatcly 
to the water fron "'hich taken. 

Article}. Likewise, it is nrohibited to fish for, trans-port and. sell 
qny sniny lobsters be.>ring egFs, r2~~rdless of the se~S0n nf the year, and 
such individual Must be retllrned alive i~Dediately to the water froD which 
they are taken. 

Article ±. It is 'Drnl:ibited tl") fis!: for s'!,)iny lobsters by ncans of 
electric lanterns nr any other t;y-pe of light nrojector. 
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.,&ole i. The nrovisions of tti ~ !"erul ,>.t1"'n nr."11y to fi ,r.. ' ~":'( ' :1, t r::!.!'lS-
1)l'}rtera, ana. dealers. 

A#tigle~. Violators ot the nrovisions of this re90l~ti~n mny bo 
'Y)'Wlished b7 tines ot trom 50 to 10,000 T~olivares ($16 t(' $3,000). '\nO ~y 
aelrure of the sniny lobsters which, 'by reascn nf len;::-th or ('r. ~"'-h.(ln.ri:"""~, 

have been taken contrary to tht~ r(!~ations SF"t U', 'by this re~~L,ti"!1. 
Alsc fortei ted will be the fishing illT'11ernents '~sed in ca.'T)ture. 

-'rti'cle 1. Resolution No. 62, ..,romulf.'n.ted June 18, 1947, 1s ::erchy 
revoked. 

Turtles, Orinoco River 

Division of Economic Agriculture t Fisi1eri(;s Secti('ln, Rosolutic.n lie. 1.;., Caracn.s 
January 28, 1946 

Fer the pur'P.ose of subjectinp; the exploi tatir,n of river turt1p~ of 
the Par aruma Islands, P1Rya Blanca, and Cabullarito, Orinoco River, St~te 
of Bolivar, to a re f:ul3.tion 'vlhie~ will assure tho free utilizat1"n rf L:i.~ 

resource for the local fishermen, as well as fer the ~rotoction ~f tho 
s-pecies, the fishery for ~r ca.'T)ture of t"rtles on t!1li' aforc-c€!'ltir:>nc:i isl ,'lnrlr, 
are t,,:overned by the follo\·.'inr: s,!:,ocial conclit ior:s: 

1st. The fishery for, or ca'T)ture of, the :~bove-mpnti("r~ocl, turt}(f 
are free of any fees, ."lnci the only r("JeJiremt'nt fr')r c:{!'Iloi t'1tirn 
is a free ,ermi t ,,/hich will bt> is sued t y the Mini s tr:i of ..... :.ri
cul ture p.nd Animnl r:usb:~nr'lr~r throl'l;j ar:. ::l.p:ent at i t~; off1co rH1 

the Island ~f Pararuma. 

2nd. Permits will only be r-rp.ntec. t('l th"c:c '!')ers"ns .",1:.e-. i:". t!·.,' 

judgment: of the above-named official, cl'.n rive aSS111'~nCC of 
TlrO'Der utilizati0n of the turtles ca1"tured. 

lrd. The season ('\f exnloi t[1.tiC'n of thc~ turtles ·:-f t>oc ff'..mr.us 
islrmds will extend from February 20 to . .\'!)r11 1 of ".:'ach :-e:o.r, ° __ ~t 

rnthd:\tes may be made e~lTlie!" nr l'lter, d~'l"endin?, ("·n t::~ ;'..rri -;n1 
or de'!')arture of th8 turth~s a.t the !l€'Sti:1c- be~,ch·23. 

Any modific'",tion ("If the serls" n ',rill bo left t"\ t.r." j'.l~::: °nt 
('If the Fisheries Secti"'r. , ~!~d '1.l"'lT'le n~tificnti~n \"il ' ".- -. . :"' .. -
fishermen cr.ncerned th:rf)u;-~-, t~10 Fi!'~~ries lns;)t'ct"r at rnr"'.rur.-: .. 

4th. Duril""-~ the Cr'l'.lrse "f t ;~ p. '''rf'S 0.nt qo " scn ('o f lSiL6. 0\ vt.: r~ 
800 turtles mn.y 1:e tn.k.n ?cr .:-b.y, to -,·e divldeli '.:C";'r t·-., ' li~(~5':: 

fishernen as ~rnvide~ in Article 2. :his ~u~ntit~ ~f t~rtl~s ~: ; 
be inCrA "Sed nT decreased in Eucc = edi~~ ye oLrs if t~0 c~;.s : rv.ti~~ 
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of the s'Pecies makes it a(lvisable. 1/ 
5th. All of the ~cti vi ties of captllrinp: the turtles .. will be. 
v.nder _the sUT'Jervi sion of a rp'1')r ' 'sentati ve ·...,f tte Ministry ot 
Af;ricul ture. 

6th. If, during the o-pen ~ea!';()n, the representati.vF: of the 
Ministry notices a serious 0.ecrease in number of turtles on tre 
beaches, he may stan the ca." tm"e to '1')rotect ~he ("cnserva1;ion of 
the sn.ecies. 

ill. Absolutely 'Prohi bi t I d is the e:cploi tati.Q.:t! of turtle er.~s or 
the ne\"ly hatched turtles. 

Bth. The waste -:;rod1.lcts of the turtles, such as caranaces, nlastrons, 
he -'.ds t 1 ep::s and other narts, sho~.lld be burned. 'on remote 'Darts of the 
beaches. 

9th. It "Jill 1)8 the duty of the official !'lamed by this office to 
see that the directives of this. resoluti":'n are com'Olled with. 

TROUT FISHING 

l-Iinistry of Agriculture "Uld Animal nus .. nndry, Office of Economic ~;,gricuL. 
ture, Fisheries Secticn, Resoluti0n Ho. 1. Car~cas. 17 January 1947. 

For the T'J urT)nse ('f r .. ~ '_11atinp: the fisher ;,- for s"')ecies of trout r ,,'1')1"e
sent ed by the ve.rieties rainbow and brook (Salno shasta and Salv~li!:us 
fontinali s ), to a S Eur 2 their 'J)roTlaf;a ticn and ~·rotection: 

Arti cl e 1. Fishing for trout is Tlro :"ibi ted during the sT'Ja.wr.ing seCLson, 
from lJove6b er 1 to t h e last day of Fpbruary. 

Article £. A sneci~l nermit, non-tra~sferable. is rpquired for trout 
fishir.p . "Jhic!: l1ermit ·may he issued free of charge by Fisheries Ins-pectors 
cmd Directors of Fish ~~.iatcheries i r.. the zone s 'trhere trout OCC"JI". 

(] 

Article J.. Trnut may be taken r nl y for s"ort fish:nf'c~ or homE' c"'ns'..u:lTl
t ion. Thp.y !!lay !'let ent er into commerce, and h'1Ying or selling is ;1rohiuited. 

311000 ner d~y f or 37 d~ys, 1949. 
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l~ '\~ '0 '·' 

-. .... ~ .... ti·4. It is nrohibited to fish for trout measuring less · than 
'1 2U e$nt.i_~eT'·s (7 7/811 ) from the til) of the snout to the base of the 

caudal fin. All s-pecimens ca-ptured under the above length must be re
turned alive to the water from which they were taken. 

Article i. No more than 15 fish may be taken by one ~erson ~er day. 
A narty of J or more persons may take not over 45 fish ~er day. 

A1-ticle 2. A fishing day e "Xtends from 5 a. m. to 7. "p. m. 

Article 2. Fishil'l..g may be done only by means of a line, wi tn or 
v/ithl'lut a "pole (cane), using natural or artificial hait. 

Article 8. It is strictly nrohibited to use seines, cH.st-nets, 
traps or woven articles, regardless of form or material, for taking trout. 

Ar~icle ~. It is strictly nrohitited to enter rivers, lagoons or 
other bodies of water for the 'mrnose ei tL(,~r of catching them directly, or 
by stirring U"D the water, or by using A,'·,T)arp.. tus of any nature other thar.. 
permitted by this Resolution. 

Article 10. It is 'Y)rohibi ted tf"' drRin l e.;~es, f,hift thc course of str +:' ams, 
or dry un any section of the same for the ~urpose of catching trout. 

Arncle 11. 'Violators of these r (";{!1J.lati"ns will ,e nuni'r had by the 
officials named i:r.. article 2, as nrovided in t~e Fisheries Law. 

LA ~.! OF ~ PEARL FI SEERY 

Decree of the Congress of the United States of Venezuela. Published 
by the Ministry of Agriculture and Animal Husbandry, Administrative 
DiVision, Caracas, ? Fe1)ru3.ry 1945,·Resoll.ltir-n No. 99. 

TITLE I 

Article 1. The Pearl fisheries are c':"l1sidered in the , doul'le 
chara.cter of a nati -nal ind1_ .... stnr a:'ld a. sO'.J.Tce of rr--·v "nue, and. ':iill 110 
under the control ~nd administr·?tion of the Federal Exec" ... ,tive. 

Article l. The :ii'8deral ~xec'].tive nay 1L"1d.ertakG, havinr.; arrived at 
a deci sian -previr)Usly in the Council ·af I<ir.,i \3ters, . the exploi ta tiO:1 of the 
oyster beds, when in his judgment it 1,1ill he in the · interest of the Treasur;y 
and the conservation and dGveloT)!':Gnt of the Y;oarl fisheries. 

-13-



Article 1. The De~artment of Agrieultureand Animal 3Usbandr,r shall 
~ake investi~~tions and studies for the increase of QYster .~. and to 
establish methods of 8xnloitation which will .~revent either de~let1on or 
extinction. 

TITLE li 
•. 

Article 4. The Ministry of Africulture, by means of snecial resolu
tions, sha.ll ;-stCl.blish the limits of the T)earl fishin?, zones, ':.I with1n 
which it. s.hall be strictly nrohibited ~G carryon anyactiv1ty.foreipn to 
the nearl fishery, which is nro~ec",~ted by means of dredfes, sCfl.nhanders 
and skin (1i vi!1f':, exce~t in sTlceial cqses eXTlres'sly :'1.u.thQrizec. by the above
m'?ntioned Department. 

Article .5. •. The Federal Executive shall declar·e &:l OT)en 'SQason for '-earJ 
fishing, by means of e. Resolution of the Ministry of Apric',J.ture, t·o be 
nublished at least 60 days ~rior to the oT)ening date, the s~nson to extend 
from January 1 to A1'lril 30. 

Article 6. In order to fores·ee the ·efft~ct of the above article, the 
Mirlistry of A,c::ricul ture shall :"rrange f!)r a timely comnletian ,·f the tech
nical studies of the situatinr... 

A zone shall be c0nsic:~red sui table for E'rloitcltif:n' w0~n n. sanr.le of 
i,oOO kilograms (2,204 l,:,s.) of c\vskrs :lir-ld mar", than one {,:ram of "Dearls 
for -each 50 kilof;rams (llO l;)s.) • .if 

Article Z. Wten in the COlITSe of the season, the Admi!1istrator or the 
attorne~rs rf the Pearl Fisheries find e-!idence t:1t:t one 0r more '1earli~ G 
e::rounds should be c'rOsed',' 'he' "'ill' =trr;,,;edfafefy fnrorrn the l'linistry of 
Af:ricult'JTe which will obtain an eX'Jert o"'1in1.on. If this confirms the bad 
condi tions of the oyst/or bed or beds, whether due to excessive exploitation 
or natural "'henom8na; the above-menti0r.ed De-;;artm€ut, by means of an in
formative resolution, "iill sus-pend, 'Jartiallyor tota.lly, . such exnloi tation 
f0r 11S long as the.condito!1 exists. 

Article £1. Pearl fishi!:e-,: !!Ia~T be carried on by ffi!"8.nS of skin diviIl?, 
dred,,:es <1,nd sca"h~,r.0.ers. The Ministry of Af-:ricuJ. t'_U'e shall have the author
ity to limit, when it "[)elieves necessary, the !l".1:n~or of diving aC:T)aratus 
emnloyed d.urinr each o-;en season, or to "'Jrr.hibit its '_lse' tc~;,o~:".rily. 
For this limi ta~ion; th:- !4inistr:r sh::tll tal:-e into ·-1.ccount the tOT)o"'" 
e::raT'hy of U-'8 e;:1,rl Q0dsl,nd their extent and richness. ' 

.... -- . 

'1./ See lIlAC Resolutions l~o. 115, 5 uctober 194Lt, and No. 124, 310ctober 19411 
-0. 29. 
i/ A minimum nearl nroducticn of 90 carats or 360 grains "?jer short ton of 
live oysters. 
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· Article 2,. PrC:1otors nesiriN; to licens·:· sCC1.n~,' m:'!er::; r:rust b~ rcristpre~. 
in the :8raneh r.r .Adr.!inistr·"'ltion QJ vdthin 40 dt'..Ys followiTIp.: the d~t.~ "f 
~ublic,·.tir.n 21 of the R,.,snbltion 8£:t~Lblishinf' an o'")en se?scn rl.!lrl. f,ivinf' 
th"lir names .·1.n~~ the n'~'!lb ::' r nf c0ntri v"tnCt~5 they i:!t,~::d tn use. und.er t>~ 
T)en<>.lty of Insinf.-" thdr rip-ht tn it. :f they h:wenrt rG~·istp.r('d wit!'-.i!: the 
tir.l~ li!!lit. Rep;istr'l,til"'n of dreclFes Q.n~, s:dr! c~i"ers ;;P"y b~ ~r!le <~ls('l ·'·,).rin{· 
the OTlen seasnn. 1:ut the Feder:o!.l Exec'.1tive nay limit the number rf J.r\'~;:8S 
\·,hnse rcr.istr~ti"n will be "'lerr.,i ttcr.. tn e.'1.ch '1rO!:l0tt'r. T:1e MlniRt1"j' -f 
Agricul ture "'ill cnr.8'wl"r tr, recr,nci18 the intcr '3 sts I"'·f the v8rir'lS cl.~. ss,' s 

of Fl."'l"')1i C:ln t S • 

1, Brine-: '3.1ive tf' s.'1~re, thl"'se l'1f'11usks, whicj~ "..re 
cOr:!"r)1r:-te1y <'1eve1r.:0.c. "i th0ut tn.kinf" rmythinc thercf r ":~ frr 
thenselves. 

2. Tn return tn tho £:f:'::t irl,·'\('(l.i::.tely the ;]f'll·.l::Y.:s '·c,ic:-l :".re 
found not to DC cr!!'n lc:tly dcv,;l()"r)ed , COi.1~r· r.ly c<l.11c0. 
"shells in flower." fl.1 

3. T,., fill 1"\1.1t rtccnrn.tr,l;l the frr!:ls frr ,..,1:·t'1.ir:ir,r st :~t i!:ti8~·.l 

clE'. ta, \'.,hich 'lr e r-\. t t r'.c:;.;(I. t,., the 1 icen£: (;;, '~rncccr~ il!l:" in ·'~ccr·r

r.".nce "'ith instr-1cti rms ("i ,"en in the;.!. 

TITLE III 

Article 11. Tn 0nr':8.~e in the incbstry a licens 8 is r «(;",ircd ',,'hi C)', w/ill 
be issued by the Mini str~! r:>f .Af,ricul t 'lr,~ thrr: "Fh tJ:e .A(l.,", '.n', s tr' ~trr rf t:-,,:, 

?earl Fishery. 

Article 12. T('\ ol,tain a license, the a 1fp1ic:cnt s~all ,-'irect ~. rp(", st 
to the A(~ministratnr rf the? 'arl Fi5rH~ry, r~ivinf" his na:1p, ~nrna::H~ nr 
business name, ane: address; the sYf'.tf"l'1 ('\f fishinG tr . i, l'tsecl: t::e ~:i Y:.~, :'n:--:,.', 
tonna.{-"e , and l'.il'1ensirns r: the v8£:sel: n'.l..r:1bt'r ,..f thr r . :[~istr::.tir!1 ,~ertlfic'ltl;, 

and the nate ani! iss'ling ('-ff'lce; na::1e and b,tRiness na:'::8 "f th ',~ vessl r ";,~r, 

the financial lx~.c1rf'r f'r ca~taJ.lh .The a':"),!?licl.ti~n ::mst s]),..,\·/ the frrfFit' lr·.' , 
canc("llati~n, aUG 0t:-.e r "1r(lvisi A r!5 of thr:: rei·istr~J.ti '· :-l certificatG. 2./ 

Transl~trr's N0te: There fr.llm·!S a secti r!"', (~".tl:'r:1' "it:: ti>~ ~l':tj.es I"'f 
the .A~ni!1i S trp. to!' rf the Pc,n.rl Fi s!l('ri (>8 i'1 h~.r!,1 1 i n~ a1nlic.:J, ti 1"":15. 

2J 

11 
fl./ 
2J 

SubseQuent to 1948 am)lic··tir"n is. l'1 :l.r1e t r the Snr-ci:"l!l 0 .. ' P ',: sc-a, 
to the Seccil"n de P "' sca, Ministry of .-i.r ric ··: ture. Car<l..cas. 
In the "Gaceta Oficial (Ie l(')s 3:st:\C~OS Unic'l."~ .:'e Vpnr ::'.'e:la." 
The text (C01'1Y N". 02756) a')Tle'lrs t('\ 1::e incon-,let8. 
The text "')hrrtse is "caracter dcvr·luto." 
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Article li. The liCen!'lC1S f'XT"Jiro f'ln the last ilay ('If 
be ronm'Te0 '"';:1 nnyment ('If the "7"lr(,\lE-.r f"8S fr·r a c~;.mlete 

cnntain the f0l1owin~ ~ntA: 

a. lJar.,·:")ani 1.),J.S1:1"S5 ~.n.!.e nf 1 iccns,::s 
b. S.- rial n'.m>er 
c. E"'nt> f('lr "he:: grl)d 
d. Bo'mc .. 'tries I"If the area P.'.ll('1\',.::d fr·r ·)t-~_rl1n;:' • 

.. ",.rticlE',U... TriJ.!1s1rttrr' ~ Nf'lto: C"r.tains i~str'.)cti"'n8 ft:'lr t:le f"lid'!1CI 
rf tho .l~~-inistr··'.t"'r in '~i"8",inr lic8ns(' rt::cr,rr.s • 

.:-.rticlc IS. I-Then a license h:1.s :cired t!18 licer.sec shn.ll r n t'Jr:1 it t( 
the A~~i~istr2tnr rf th0 ParI ?istery. 

Article 16. The £c;der~l :S;:,'c'ltiv,:' t::r-'l, h t(C Ministr;,' '1f ,11i'ricult~U'e 
shall set the value 0f the lice~~ses fl"lr p.:'..ch "",?n s·,:;>.srn 1:" r0nns f'lf a 
Res011.'ti!"n .. ··l·lishe~ in the "Gaceta. Oficial de 10s ?St'I(;"'S Unir"ns ~.e Vent1-
0'.'.8111.," at le'l'--t J0 ''''.;;'8 "7"lrir;r ~r t!-,,? 1~'" i r :;lin,- rf • :1'~ r-)i-;n e :~s('ln. 

Snecial Pn.rA..c:ra.'-:.h: Tho vrtl'.1." "f ..... lic'.'?:s'." ff'lr eneh "mitll rn~; l,"t 
;"xc 'ed 1,000 E()livar .. ~s f"'r seq' '···.r'·;e;-s. lCO :=il"'11v",reR frr drc,.l,'es. ,.:,~1 ;0 
Bf11iv;,r·c s fnr s;,:in. ,-'iv;·rs. "'ith r '·tr·' t,., tl:c latt, r, it is ;.Lirlerst"n<" thai 
a ""1~ni tit i s ~ t~rr·"J .. "r) .--f 1J'r t~ 5 ~-i \"'~)j:'~. 

Article 12.. The "!"'r;':int~ crC'" rf .... ·nc:l ... vessel :!.nten-liIL tf) '.lse ~ca:>
hqn~ers 0r ~re~?eR s~~ll ~"'~sist 0f n~t les~ t~qn the fl"lllowin~: 

F('Ir '')o?'1.rli::I' l'i tl-c sCP"'~l.' ... n .. "nrs: n r."..st:'r, "l.n'- frr eact sc~"'::''.r.1er 
er:;"')lo~.·erl a hm0. diver. ri""r's an'""'r,mtic8, line t'?'::1c:crqn(~ 4 sea~en. 

Fnr ClrcClginti: '1. !"!::cst-r, ",nc: "'·nc,se:).~lan f0r tile vpsc:",l. ",!', .. - ('Ille S(',1.:"',<>.n 
f0r each ""rec~~~e. 

:Cr,~c1.f.':C's r:J,~;j.s·lrin;:· ;':rre thl~n 1. 0 x O. '0 Tlet irs (~~~')Jr('x. :37 x 31 inches), 
"'ort-' ';rr,hi oi tee .• 

Article 18. 3:very TlFrscn vd sici;!f- ·tr trf!nsfer "learls frr·n t~e fishinr: 
z('ne to pnrther "')['"rt "f the cn'-l .. ntry sL~'1.1(; '~,rGsent theM to the ,Adninistr'1tor 
nf the Pe3.rl £i shery Sf) ttat he carl v"rify the 10t and ::1tl.!·:e a rec0rd ,..f the 
weiGht cf ,?,'tch ;f the Cf'l!1::1el'Cl8.1 t:,' .... ,,:s. c.i vidin~, t::e T)(;llrls acc"lrfl.inp: t(' 
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'.fJ;.aU, tT i- t~ weight;; :and. ' 'V'~lue. P.:.aving eom~)lied ~ri th these reouiremp.nts, 
:"be'":~mini,$t::ta"tor , .. ia.l - issue quickly and freely to the applicant a certi
f1ca-t'ej withou.t which ' the authorities will not y.>ermit shi-pment. 

:Article l2.. Custom officials \l7il1 demand. from exoorters of Dearls t a 
certificate of the Ministry of Agriculture or officials of the P8:"rl ,t'ish:3ry 
vThich certifies the legitimate origin of the s-pecies, 

Article &Q. All dealers" on~ month before the o-pening of the SHason. 
and one month after the closing, should ,!)resent tho 'Pearls, or certificates 
of their existence, to the Administrator of the P e: .. xl Fish~ry so t ~1dt this 
official can verify B.nd record the weiF':ht a nd quality of all pearls retained. 

Article 'll. Trade in artificial or cul tured nearl s is declared illEwal. 
The sale, as natural pearls, of cultivated or artificial pearls in any form 
,,,hatever. shall be subject to the dis-positil"n of the Penal Co.de. 

TITLE Y. 

Articles 22. n, and 24. Translator's Note: Ttlese deal with administra
tion, 'Personnel, and functions of various officers of the Pearl :b"ishery. 

TITLE VI 

Article £2. In the accounting office of the Ministry of Agric'~tur8 
the acti vi ties of thi s branch shall ,be recorded under the headin£!: of IIPei'.rl 
Fishery." 

Article 26. The r4inistry will comuile the follo"'ing data : 
a.. Nunl}:)er of 0yst er beds and ' their geogra,?hicA.l loc ~tion. 
b.Extent of the oyster beds. 
c. Denth of ,,,ater Qver the beds. 
d. Quantity and qua.li ty of 'Pearls -;:> roduced. 
e. Amount of ')earls exnorted. 
f, i'lork done to make ne\'1 beds ."..nd develon existins nnes. 
g. Metn('lds ·-'1.dorted to prevent ill,~ ,coal fi shing. 
h. Other characteristics of the industry in the country. 

'I'ITLE VII 

Article £.2.. The Ministry of Agriculture shall determine what places 
are suitable for the establishmnnt of oyst er b eds, based on technical studies . 
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~! 
Article 28. Those enpar,ed in the industry shall contribute ~o the ~ 

formation of new oyster beds, ~lacin~ at the diA~osal of the Gove~ , 
un to 25~ of the shel~s taken. In case the owner, ~~thout a satisfaCtory 
exnlanation, fails to use the remaining shells within a ye r following 
the close of the season, the Government may disnoF.e'of them tor ,the 
creation and develonment of oyster beds. 

Article £.2.. '.l.he Administr;"l,tor<l,nd the attorneys should be nresent 
at the time of plantinp: and Tlrepare a. rer-ort of th~ actlvt,ty tor the 
~!idstry, sottine: fnrth the loc~,tit'n of tr~ place. and the q'l&ntlty 
of shells planted. 

TITLE VIII 

Article 10. The ~rantin~ of ')er~its for exploration 1s left to 
the jUdf'ment of the ~!inistry of Af"riculture, which, if they Vr-mt 
the same, shall take T)reca.utions to -:--Tevent '.mown a.reas from bein,: 
entered and ex-rloited ,-,n the nr"text nf f:xr,loratif'ln. 

Article}1. In the normits for exploration, the ~in16try of Ar.rl
c'llture may a.uthori 7e the licensee to exr>loi t the oyster beds which he 
discovers, blt onl;;, te!11porarily, a.nd in t6r!:1S w:.,ic!:. do not establish 
rights, hut only a reasonable co~e~sat1on for the cost of the explora
to!'y "'ork. 

Article E. In ;'.0 case \.,.ill a l~ermi t be r:i ven to e:r>lore in areas 
already exnloited. or in those in ,,'1'1 lC!", the t~inistry of A~ricul t'l1-e ~ 
has certain knowledf"e of t!:~ existonce of '-,8arls. 

TITLE JA 

Article 2].. 'Io ·~npage in fi'Shi"_~ by mrans of a scanhander, t1a.ch 
diver must have a rliT)loma issued by the t-linistry of ApricuJ ture.' 

S-,ecial Paragra~h. ,.Thile 1,raitinf' for th .. di'Oloma, the diveT may 
be nrotected 1;,y a l")rovisinna.l certificate f'rantE'd 'by th8 Cornmission 
mentioned in the article below. 

Article 14. 'I'he ~11inistry of Al':riculture shall name a cor..mission 
conmosed of the Administrator of the Pearl ?isht'ry, an attorr..ey and 
three eX'T)erts, ",hich shall eX8rcise the followiDf" function'S: 

1. Prenare a list cf oualified divers as of the date of 
this law. 

2. Examine 'Oersons desirin£: to use thE' scaph'mder. 
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:h Issue without cha.rge to each registered diver a pro
V"i$iona.l .certificate of aptitude ",hich shows nation
·$lfty f name and title, age, marital state, home address, 
and length of experience as a diver. 

Paragranh 1.. For admission to an examination, and 
registration as a diver, the ap~licant shall present a 
medical certificate in which it shall be clearly set forth 
that the applicant meets the 'Pi;lysical requirements for 
diving ,..,ithout any danger to his health. 

pa.regra~h~. The certificate of apti tude along 1I1i th 
the medical certificate, will be sent to the Ministry of 
Agriculture, which if it concurs, will grant the anpro

.. nr~a.te diploma. 

Article .12. Every T)erson engaged in fishing with sca;Jhanders is 
under the obligation nf allowing, on each ~3ssel, one a~'Prenti~e 
diver selected by him, nr designated by the Coa~ission rnenti0ned 
above, such anprentice to be at least 17 years old and provided with 
the nroper medical certificate of p~~sical fitness for the diving 
profession. 

ArnclEfJ£,. The maste·r diver is under the obligation t·o ")ass· on 
to the aT,l""Jrentice the necessary kno .... lledge of di vinf,', and to trai!l hiD 
in the 1'1ractical \rmrk resT)ecting it. 

Article J1. i1hen the aspirant has concluded his a1Jprenticeshil), 
he will nresent hif.lself before the Commission as provicled in Article 
34, f0r an exaoination of general ki.1o,,,ledge with practical ~roof of 
descent in the ocean, and if appro7ed, will receiye :J. provisional 
certificate autl10rizing him to practice the profession in confornity 
vIi th the -present la,.,r. After three r1011ths of satisfactory ~oractice, 
he 'tlill receive the di-pl 0 rna. 

Article J..§.. ~.·Ti thin the 15 days following the establishner...t of 
the n~~ber and tyPe of a7paratus to be licensed, as treated in Article 
8. the divers using sca~)handers nust obtain a renewal of their 
health certificate by having a new nedical exa~ination. The lack of 
this certificate is sufficient gr01..mds for not issuing the license. 

Article 3.2.. The master diver \vill be resnonsible foraccic.ents 
which, through his carelessness, han-pen to the an,;)rentice in his 
charge. 



TITLE 1 

Article LO. The fcllowlnr 1l1,){':1l1 acts will be ~un18hed by: 
:1. Fishi!'"li; fnr. ')(Sn.rls with",ut the neceatary licensc, 
fishinE' r, ~~tside the soaSl"ln, rtnn flshlnp; nt nny t1J:le in 
~reas ~lCt o-pened for exnlr')lt~.tlon: . by fines of trOD 1,000 
t,.. 5,000 ]t::)liv:?res (doll",rs $))0 - $1,6000), f\nd 108. 
of ~ear and ')carls, 

b. l'kt retl.l.r :-: lr. t • tl"' t:-.c ~en the ::lcllusks in "fl f1 wer" 
(fully r.ev elone ,'J : the ("n .:' ni:'\,;: 0f ::l"ll".lsks ')n3 tal::lnr of 

T) .: 3.rls abM~rd. a v c s:;cl, : lI'~ ~ :£ <: t sU'i,,: lyinc cor::~Jlctoly the 
~nta rcouircrl ~ : . this law: a fine 0f fr,,~ 100 t~ 500 
Bolivares ($33 - $105). 
c. Trans" " rtin,: ~' ('~ nr1s in "i~, 1 ; '. t1'jr. of ~rc·'lsl"ns of 
this law: by fines "r fr"~ 1,000 - 20,000 B~livares 
($3 :3-26,660) accor.'in{:: tQ the f:ra.vi ty cf t~e cri::w;,. 
d. Kee~inF: the license :.1~r ' tL.l.n 5 ::'.o.ys after er'liration! 
fine of 100 3~11v~rc8 ( 333). 

Article 41. ~\.cc 0r::~11c(;s r-f ', · ~ · .nt (~"w· · · r ~,:i; :ri rf vl,:,lati,:r. Ctf trais 
1m ! "'ill 0 03 ":".1.'1i s :le c: i :-; ,; i vl-l·.Ullly '_.y a fi r. -::o e ~ ' ::\1 tc .... ne :-Alf ~f tj::1.t 
i :"~ ' , (' sed on t h e aut !'.!"' r "f t~-. I·' "i')l ~1.ti -:.· n. 

Article 1.:.2. Vi!"'l '1. ti f':: "!'f .t..rticl,~ 21 (cr.;:'..'"lcrce in ·~rt1flcl ."'l cr 
cuI t'.crec, 1''8801'1s) will ' .c · '.Ulis::/?:l ~ y a fin.:> ~f fro!'"". 2,000 to 20,000 
Bf') liv2.I'cS ($660-$6,660) a:.,:: Ie,53 ,..,f t :-.: j : crc:-,,~:1('.lse. (l 

Article :"' 1 . AnJ' (' r.~ (' onceali!'.j- a fr<~· l~. r;r ~rcfi tl nr ~y 1 twill 
be T) 1..1r.ishec. acc or ::: ing tc- the ,.,rovisi'-,ns r-f t:-.c ")en:1.1 cede. 

AT.tide 4l-;. Ren e titi f' n '·1.11 h~ u~ lfiis!:e .:! as the Pt:1n. l C"~.e 

T'lr0v ides, <'tonc b:\' c·:<cl1:,si ~ n fre:; t :·.:~ fi s i '_ I~ ry durll"'41: two s C 'l.s~r"s. 

Article ~. '\'ir:l 'l. ti"ns nl"t snecificn.lly a3si:"n~d t("l other 
"'l.~th"rlties f0r CiS""'0sition ',,rill h ' ".ealt ... Tit:, by the .~:'I .... ".inist::-;·. t'r 
0f the Pearl Fisher;, for a."";nrcnri."lte :\cti~n, or tr, su-:::..~ns of t:-.e 
Rttnrneys, as the c ~ s e D~Y teo 

Article ~~ 6. Fr"r., the -' ')8 :l~1 ties in'T")os ( ~. in cruf0r:.i ty wi tl: tl:is 
lA-i'!, e n anneal DRy ::'8 nade ".,)efr·re tr.e ~·ani s t er of .rli:rlculturc, fnllc\i
inr. in evpry r e S'T")ect, thE: - ~ roccedi !;t; s s c t '.IT') in tr.e or{",A..'1ic Ip..w r,f 

t h e Int ernal Rev G:lu e . 
• t ,... 
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... -i!~ 
ivares 

<: AAy' otfler:rlolations of the directives of this law 
itlfts ',Will :be punished by a. fine nf 20 to 2,000 1301-

($6.50 -$660). 

,TITLE n. 
Article. ~~ Every maritime authority, customs a~ent and nclice, 

subject " to the Federal Exec'_1tiv.e. is obligated to watch over t~e 
ca~S:~--outof this law, and \, give effective and decisive sU"')T)ort 
to the.Administrator or other officials of til1 s service, when as){ed 

. to do so~ 

Ar~icle ~. The law of 22 July 1935 is rescinded. 

Ministry of Agriculture 

Resolution No. 112. Caracas, Oct. 2. 1944, 

Resolved: 

By direction of the President of the Republic, and in 
accordance "ri th the provisir.ns of Article 4, Law of the Pearl ~?ish
ery, the limits of the 1?earl· fishinp zones are outlined as follO\of8: 

All that part ,.,i thin the meridians 63 de c-rees 40 minutes 00 
seconds, and 64 degrees 30 minutes 00 sec0nds 'vest Lon~itude, bounded 
on t!le North by the -)arallel 11 degrees, 15 minutes 00 seconds l\jorth 
latitude, and on the South 'by the maj-nland. 

Resolution No. 124, Caracas.-1l October 1944. 

By direction of the President of the Re~ublic, in conformity 
with the decree of Articles 5 and 6 of the Law of the Pearl Fishery, 
and in a:cordance \-lith the findings of 8XlJlorations and -practical 
technical st,~dies, the eX1110i table zone is considered to be in an 
area betueen 63 degrees 40 minutes 00 seconds and 64 det-:rees CO 
minutes 00 seconds 'vest 10n{Ti tude, bounded. on t.he North by a line 
correspondirLf" to 11 degrees 15 mir~.'lte!:' 00 seco!-,ds North Latitude 
and on the South by the ;r.air..land. or it \"rould 'be. the field of 
oyster beds si tn ... !.l.ted East of a straight !_ine " ;-.ich, fr0m the l'iort!-, 
'Passes over t"e ton of the hill of San Juan, to Ptmta Carenero or: the 
Islanc1 of Mar,"'arita and to the ,,'cst r,f Cache Island to the maL:1a!1d, 
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and in consl"quence, there is declared o-pen solely In,.tbe . ~~!f'bed Icme, 
a T)earl :f1 shing seasen which ,.,il1 bet;in January I, 1945, &rid ~10.e~~A-pr11 
30 of the same year. 

._ 0 

V:!NEZlJELAU UP0RT DUTIES 
Fish, Fishery Products, Inc4.ustr1al SUl?1'llee •. 

Class Bo1ivarell Dollars Olau, 'BOI1V8.l' eil Dgllitl 
TC" 1 ::-I ~ lb. MI.ll. ner ,. 1 Q . 'uer !ill 

1 0.05 0.006E '6 2.00 0.272 
2 0.10 0.0136 7 5.00 0.68 
3 0.20 0.0272 8 10.00 

0 .
1•36 

4 0.50 0.06.'3 9 20.00 2.72 
5 1.00 0.1)6 10 50.00 6.80 

11 Rate -'-'er Kilo (2.2 1b) exchan€;c x:ate: 1 :':',ollvar is T,alued at 
$0.298. 

Fish Products, dried, sal ted, nres E:::-ved in salt, or smoked. 
Class 

A. Herrings 5 +20% 
B. Codfish 5 +20% 
C. Sardines J +40% 
D. Unsnecified 5 +20% 

~' 
oo .~ 

Fish Products eXC G·,t above: C 
(Includes canned -r:Toducts) 

Class 
A. !J • 00 

r: +2ci~ ."errlngs ./ 

B. Tunn:t 5 +20% 
C. Cod 5 

... 
+20~" 

D. Salmon 5 +20f~ 
E. Sardines in 

uns-:::ecified form 3 +40% 
F. SJ: ellfish 6 
G. Caviar 8 
Ii. Un~rpecified 5 +20% 

Fish Flour (Meal) 1 +98% 

Fish nooks 1 
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ID.ass 
J 

Fl;»hlJ1C Lines (AI'.imal Bristle) 
(Does not include cotton or lin'~n) 

Class 
5 +20% 

Whale Bone 7 -20~; 

Tortoise Shpll 
Class 

A. Unmanufactured 9 
B. Mllnufactured in a 

combs 
C. Manufactured in 10 

unsTlecified form. 

Mother .Q! Pearl Class 

A. Unmanufactured 5 
B. Manufa.ctured 7 

Shell§ 

A. Unmanufactured 7 -20% 
B. Manufactured 7 ?0c1 - __ .;0 

C. Ground oyster shells J 

Corals 

A. Unmanufactured 7 -20% 
B. Ma.nufactured 7 

Sponges 6 

Vegetable Bristel 4 -20% 

M&-agar 5 +?O~ 
- I 

Cork 

A. Unmanufactured 4 -20% 
B. Manufactured 6 
C. Fra~ments bonded for I 

insulation 
-2J-



Boats 

Motors 

Anchors, pra~uels, 
ri€;'.f"inf: chains 

Fibres, unmanufactured 

A. l~anila 

B. UnsT)ecified 

Fibres, m~nufactured 
R('Il)e 

Ex errm t 

Cla.ss 
1 

1 

4 

-50% 

-98% 

-90% 

Mp.rine life saving equi"tJment :-3,nd divint- anp'aratus. 

Prohibiied or reserved ~ Government 
Ma rine salt, rock sa.J.t, natural or false --'earls. 

... . :' .• :.-.• : __ ..... . _" ¥ o. 

Prenared in the Office of Foreign Acti vi ties, Fish and 'i1ildlife Serv'ice, 
ry Robert O. Smith, February, 1949. 

~4 -
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INPFJ{ ' 

VEm1Zl!£L1Ul FISH, ~ 

Page 
' ,1. " , A"(1t)ltcat1on of law •••••.•...•• 

Areas. closed, Mar~arita Island 
Authority. Executive ••••.••••• 
Authnrity, Ministry of A~ri-
cuI tur'e II ••••••••• ••••••••••••• 

B 

3 
9 
3 

6 

Bag limi t, trout.............. 13 

C 

Canals, construction of •••••••• 4 
Chemical 's,. use 'of in fishinf.; 
fnTbidden ...................... ~ 7 
Closed areas, Island of Marga-

. rita ................... , . • . . • . • 9 
Collection, natural fish ••••••• 5 
Construction, waterways •••••••• 4 
COvGrn~e ••••••••••••••••••••••• 3 
Crg.wfi~h (s'l')iny lobster) regu-

., . 

G Page 

Hatcheri~s~ •••••••• ~ ••••••••••••• 4 

I 

Imnort duties •••••••••••••••••••• ~~ 

Industrial ~ollutants •••••• ".... 7 
Insecticides as nollutants....... 7 
Interference with other activities 4 
Introduction, foreign s~eci e s.... 8 
Island of Ma,1;garita, special l aws. 9 

J 

K 

. ~---------------
le.tions ..•••••••••••••••••••••• ' 10 L' 
Customs duties, il!IPorts ••••.•. 2~-24: 

Licens e , Tlearl fishing ••••••.••••• 15 
D Licens e s, fi9hinE;~"""'"'''''' .5-6 

Limi t, daily ~ trout •••••••••......• 13 
Darns, construction of •••• ~ ••••. 4 
Duties, customs, imnort •••••••• 22 

-24 
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E 

Exotic snecies, introduction 0f 
Exn1orati ,"n, sub-surfac e , a oua-
tic ••... ' ........................ . 
~XT:losives, use of forbidden ••• 

F 

Fi nes .....• It •••••••••••• • ••••• 

Fish, for reducti r n •••••• , ••••• 
Fish, hatcheries •••••••••••••.• 
Fish, ladders ••• , ••••••••••.••• 
Fish, 11ndersized ••••••••••••••• 
Fisheries Advisory CODmission, 
}1 B ... til •.•...• , ... It •• ~ •••••••••• 
Flag vessels •.••.............•• 

: Mar~aritat Isl~nd, laws af ......... 9-10 
Marp:arita, Island, us e of traps on 9-10 

8 Met hods of fi shing, forbidden .••••• 7 
: Mini stry of AF,ricul turG, o1.lties of 3-8 

4 Ministry o'f Agricul fure' ,authorized 
7 to ••• ~ ...................... , •.. , ••• 6 

:s 
.6 
4 
4-
7 

4 
.. 3 

, '. 
. '. 

I~1ini's'try" o'f' AF-:ri'mil t'ur'e, ")eFl.rl 
f'isher y , control of ••••••••...••••• 14 

N 

Onen season, s~iny lobster ••••••••• 10 
Oysters, ~earl, fishery for 
See Pearl Fishery •••••••••.••••••• 1J-22 
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P Page 

Pearl Fishery Regulations ••••• 13 
·-22 

s (Oon t t. ) 

Size limit, trout ••••••••••••••• 
Size· lini t, ST)iny lobster ••••••• 

Assistp..nce fr'"l!Tl other a~encies 21: Specimens, fish ••••••••••••••••• 
ClosinF, ~uthority for •••••••• 14: S~iny lobster, re~ulations •••••• 
DRta on, by Ministry .•..•..••• 17: 
Divers, annrentice trainin~ •• 19: 

.-20: 
Diver.s •. qua1ificati r ,ns, : '! !'! ~ 18: 

:-19: 
Dredges, size ef""."."" ••. 16 1 

Gear, limitation ("If •...••••...• 14; 
License." cost. of •..••.••••...• " .16: 
License, ~eriod Food for •.••• ~.16~ 
License, r"(i'lired..~ •••••••••• ' •. 15' 
On';Eing on sl:in "'-'rohil-,i ted •.•... 15: 

T 

Trans, use o.f I Marea:01 ta Island •• 9-10 
Trout, ba?'·~irnit ••• , •• ~ •••••••.•• 13 
Trout, fishinr: methods '")ermitted.13 
Trout, freshwater, ref7Ulations ••• 13 
Tr0ut; minimum size •••••••••..••• 13 
Turtles, Orinoco River, re~lution ll~ 

u 
. Mr,tI-:oclS of fishin?, 'Jermitted., .• 14:' 
Pearl beds, estahlishment of 17-18 
Pear1:ng grounds, limits of . 21:-' 

v 

Pe~'..r1 s, cuI tl)l'ed or "..rt if ic- ; : Ves "81 s, movencnt of............. 6 
ial .. ~ ....•.•.. , ••...•....••..• 17~·V8sse1.·s, TEfRtstrp .. tion .... f ...••...• 5 
Pp"Jrls, eXY10rt nf ...••...•....• 17:'· . 
PE~rls, regi8tr~tion dealers' :. 
s t 0 cks ........... ., ............... i 7: . 

vt 

Ppar1s, sale as nn.tuT':1.1 ill~'F~l.l1'7:i,v. .... tGn'8.:rs, CO:::lstr"ction of •••.•••• 4 
P0n~1 ties, fines •.•.••••.••• /I •• 20~21· . . . I , .... 

Perr.its for i:Ir;lo~"'.tinn ••.•. " •.. 18: X 
Sca-:-JrF"tnders, ref:istr.ticn of 15: ------------------------
S::-n.son. ,(Article-~'~ ..•..••••.... lLJ.: y 
Shells, -llqntin~ of .......••.•. 18: -----------------------
T"chnic"'l studies ••.•••••.•• : •• 14:· Z 
Vessel, "1')earlin{~' cre,,, of .•••.• 16: ----------------------
·Yi21d, for exploi t{-.Ltion •.••••• lL~: 

R 
Reduction ,lal1.ts, sl)ecies used 
in ..••••.••••••••.•••••..•••••.•• 6 

. R~'f:ul!il.tions,. M~nis~r~ of A~ri- ;., ..... . 
cuI t '~r e ••.••••••••••• ~ • ~ ~ •• , •••• 6-7 : 
ReT:'orts., by nrocessing "'lants ••• 6 : 

s 

Sa..li tC!.tion", standards of ••••..•• 
Schools, for fisherr:HOD •••••••.•• 
Season, onen, s~iny lobster.~ •• 

9 .: 
6 .:. 

10':' . 

..... . ....... '. 

. ........ . 
• • ". , • * ... .. 

. " .', . . . ..... . 
, . ~ . . . . 
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